Barry County report for June 2023:

Participated in Hastings Memorial Day parade.  MDP Youth Vice Chair Austin Marsman joined us!
Planning to have a booth and show support at the very first Middleville Pride Event on 6/10.  
Fundraising:  I am encouraging our members to get in touch with family and friends (who don't have to be in Barry County) and ask them to give to our county party.  For example, I made a list of about 34 persons or businesses I felt I could ask, with whom I have regular personal or business contact.  So far, I've asked 16 of them, either face-to-face or via phone or email.  One has said no, 6 have said yes, and the other 9 have not answered one way or another. Of the 6 who said yes, I have received 4 donations totaling $735.  This is money we would not have received without the ask!  Making the ask feels a little scary, but what I try is first to catch up with the person, what's new in their life, how their health has been, then say, "The other reason I'm calling you is to ask you for money."  That usually generates a laugh and breaks the ice for that subject.  Be prepared to say how the funds will be used and what amount you'd hope they'd give.  (This method may not be unique but it has spurred me to be more proactive in seeking financial support of the work we do.)
