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WHEREAS in 2010 the Supreme Court of the United States ruled in Citizens United v. Federal Election
Commission that corporations and special interest groups have the right to spend almost unlimited funds on
elections campaigns; and

WHEREAS in the decade since, outside groups spent more than $4.4 billion in federal elections — nearly $1
billion of which was untraceable “dark money — with some of the biggest contributors coming from Wall
Street, the pharmaceutical industry, and the NRA; and

WHEREAS thanks to one disastrous ruling, wealthy megadonors, corporations, and special interest groups
have been able to influence elections when that power should belong with the American people; and

WHEREAS this ruling has eroded faith in the government’s ability to deliver for the people and their
families; and

WHEREAS dark money should have no place in our democracy; and

WHEREAS since 2010, 19 states and nearly 800 local governments have called on Congress to pass a
constitutional amendment to overturn Citizens United and similar decisions; and

WHEREAS it is time to return power to the people, and overturn Citizens United once and for all;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Michigan Democratic Party call for the Michigan
Legislature to enroll a resolution to urge the U.S. Congress to propose, pass, and send to the states for
ratification a constitutional amendment which would permit Congress or the States to impose reasonable
viewpoint-neutral limitations on private campaign contributions or independent expenditures, including
those designed to restrict the influence of private wealth by offsetting campalgn spending or independent
expenditures with increased public funding; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Michigan Democratic Party support actions to promote the
enactment of such an amendment; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, THAT this resolution be forwarded to the State Democratic Party with a
recommendation for its acceptance and placement in the appropriate document or with appropriate

committee for action.
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