April 4, 2024

LCDP

1sr Chair’s Report

Good Evening Everyone,

In our March  report, we mentioned briefly the stark contrast between President Joseph R. Biden and the Republican Nominee Donald J. Trump’s term of office. It was made clear that the anguish many Americans endured during the Trump years were painful emotionally, psychologically financially and socially. We talked about the financial burden brought about throughout the Covid-19 crisis as a result of the Commander-in -Chief’s inability to contain the epidemic.

The Republican Party is currently asking, “Are you better off now than you were four years ago?” The correct answer is of course, “Yes, yes we are.” but it’s a little more trickier question for those who live in a bubble of alternate facts and a pseudo reality. Let me try to explain. If we look at our country financially and socially over the last 60 years, we see a pattern emerging among the two party leadership starting with Democratic President Lyndon B. Johnson and his policies to help the needy. but more notably with Republican President Ronald Reagan accent to the Oval Office and fiscal policies that more times than naught favored big business and the wealthy. 

Over the last 30 years, the pattern that defined the two major parties became even more apparent. One party seemly hell bent on looting the treasury, giving huge tax giveaways to the rich, deregulating the banks and industries, that drove up consumer prices while simultaneously exclaiming that he had not seen poverty in America. 

With Presidents Nixon, Ford, Reagan and George H. Bush the model was pretty much in sync. Democrat Bill Clinton’s Presidency from 1993 to 2001 balanced the budget and had amassed a surplus of $125 billion dollars before leaving office. Four months into the George W. Bush’s Presidency that surplus had disappeared. W. Bush financed two wars Afghanistan and Iraq on US credit cards. These wars we’re still paying for today with your tax dollars. Do you see the pattern? Under George W. Bush the economy was quite frankly run into the ground.

Upon coming into office, Democratic President Barrack Obama faced the largest banks in America threatening to failing. At the same time, the three major automobile manufacturers we’re about to go belly-up as well. President  Obama, resolved the problems for the time being, preventing the US from falling into a Depression worse than the great Depression some economist had speculated.  The government under Obama bailed out the banks and restructured the Savings and Loans Division of our nation’s largest financial institutions. However, most Republicans were against the bailouts. They were eager to see the economy crash. They would then blame the Democrats and score political points at the nation’s expense.

After Obama, the shortsighted American electorate, through the Electoral College put Donald Trump in the White House. Again, the rich received humongous tax breaks. A two trillion dollar tax break to be exact, placing undue burden on ordinary tax payers. Currently, Republicans want to do away with Social Security, Medicare, increase the retirement age, make abortions illegal regardless of the circumstances and repeal the Affordable Care Act commonly referred to as Obama Care. 

 Our economy presently is firing on all cylinders, and you can bet your bottom dollar that Republicans can’t wait to get back in control the muck it!

On the Local front, the results of the Bowen Housing Study for Lake County was held yesterday April 4. More information about what was revealed will appear in May’s Report. On April third, Our esteemed Commissioner, Party Member and friend Donald Arquette was laid to rest. His demise came less than 3 months after his late wife Cookie had passed away. Mr. Arquette was 74 years old and will be sorely missed.

In mid March representatives of FiveCap and myself meet with 2nd Congressional Representative, John Moolenaar in Washington DC. We asked Moolenaar to work with Lake County’s rural populations that qualify for financial assistance to include wells and septic systems. If successful, these efforts could help level the playing field for rural residents, just as it exists for residents living in urban and suburban municipalities receiving assistance when their water bills exceed their ability to pay.

Finally, SRTS (Safe Routes to Schools) is an initiative that I hope will pave area sidewalks in the Village of Baldwin, so that children can egress to and from our schools safely. I have several meeting scheduled in the days ahead. In fact, tomorrow Friday the 5th, I’m scheduled to meet with Baldwin’s Community Schools’ Superintendent David Foster on this issue. Hopefully, I’ll have some positive news to report next Month.

