Manistee County Democratic Party (MCDP)

Chairperson’s Report for May Executive Committee Meeting

Activities from the period April 1-30, 2023

The MCDP supported the Young Progressive Activists of NW Michigan who planned and executed a beach cleanup on Saturday April 8, 2023.  There were 20 people who collected over 300 lbs. of trash from the First Street Beach in Manistee.  The collected trash was stored in clear bags to display at the 2023 Great Lakes Environmental Festival.  

I wrote an Op-Ed focused on promoting the 2023 GLEF which was published in the Manistee News Advocate on Saturday April 8th.  

The organizing committee for the 2023 Great Lakes Environmental Festival (GLEF) is made up of members of the MCDP Executive Committee and they worked diligently planning this very successful event which was held on Friday April 21st and Saturday April 22nd in Manistee. 

Six members of the MCDP attended the MDP Rural Caucus Summit in Sault Ste. Marie April 13-15, 2023.  There were over 150 participants in this summit who had the opportunity to hear from our elected officials and participate in training on how to improve our standing as Democrats in rural Michigan.  I led a 90-minute breakout session on Community Building sharing some of the best practices we have developed here in Manistee County.  

The April 20, 2023, membership information meeting featured a presentation by Eric Gustad of Consumers Energy on their move from coal fired electrical generation to wind, solar, and gas sources.  We also provided an update on the 2023 GLEF.  Our May 18, 2023, meeting will feature a presentation by Rose Fosdick on the Manistee County Human Services Collaborative Body and a presentation by Bill Gambill, Manistee City Manager.  

The Manistee County Democratic Party continued to support the Feeding America Food Truck on Wednesday April 26, 2023, from 10am-12 noon at the St Joseph church parking lot.  

See the attached page for our 2023 Critical Action Goals

Main Goals for 2023

· Recruit, Support, Train & Elect Down Ballot Candidates

· Recruit, support, train & elect 7 county commissioner candidates.

· Recruit, support, train & elect at least 2 candidates per township.

· Recruit, support, train & elect 1 candidate in all countywide races (sheriff, prosecutor, clerk etc.)

· Recruit & Engage Members

· Increase membership to 300 members by the end of 2024.

· Precinct delegate regular meetings

· At least 2 Precinct delegates for each of the 16 precincts in county

·  (should be members of the county committee)

· Increase/Improve Conversations

· Documenting events and attendance (numbers), topics covered.

· Hosting events related to Democrat values (such as housing, environment, etc). 

·  Could use membership meeting as a measure.

· Increase Community Involvement

· Document the local boards/commissions are current members on

· Identify board/commission openings and encourage members to join increase by 20%

· Improve Messaging

· Focus on messaging that Manistee County Democrats are financially conservative (balanced budgets)
· Highlight achievements made by the Democratic majority in Lansing.
· Avoid engaging in discussions about what is or is not happening in Washington, DC.
